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INFO AMEMBASSY CANBERRA IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 215917 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: EFIS, AU, CU 

SUBJECT: U.S. LOBSTER IMPORTS 

REP: PERTH 282, SEPTEMBER 2, 1977 

1. THE NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS), NOAA, 

COMMERCE IS UNABLE TO PROVIDE AMCONSULATE DETAILED U.S. 

LOBSTER DATA BY CABLE BECAUSE OF THE VOLUME INVOLVED. 

COMPLETE DETAILS ARE BEING POUCHED, BUT AS DATA WERE 
REQUESTED BY SEPTEMBER 8, MAJOR EXPORTING COUNTRIES AND 
COMMODITIES ARE GIVEN BELOW. NMPS IS UNABLE TO SUPPLY 
TOTALS ON SPINY OR ROCK LOBSTER SEPARATELY ON SUCH SHORT 
NOTICE. EXCEPT FOR SHIPMENTS OF AMERICAN OR NORTHERN 
LOBSTER FROM CANADA, HOWEVER, MOST U.S. LOBSTER IMPORTS 
ARE SPINY LOBSTER. 
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TABLE l.-U.S. LOBSTER (NORTHERN AND SPINY) IMPORTS, 
1976; IN METRIC TONS (PRODUCT WEIGHT) AND MILLION U.S. 
DOLLARS. 

COMMODITY COUNTRY QUANTITY VALUE 
LIVE CANADA 6,761.0 32.1 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

LIVE OTHER 160.6 0.5 
FROZEN TAILS AUSTRALIA 4,222.5 50.0 

FROZEN TAILS SOUTH AFRICA 2,714.0 34.6 
FROZEN TAILS BRAZIL 2,217.0 23.7 

FROZEN TAILS NEW ZEALAND 1,187.4 13.0 

FROZEN TAILS OTHER 5,184.2 42.6 

FROZEN, OTHER ALL COUNTRIES 4,959.2 38.5 
CANNED ALL COUNTRIES 1,299.6 13.9 

TOTAL ALL COUNTRIES 28,705.5 248.9 

NOTE: TOTAL DOES NOT INCLUDE SMALL QUANTITY OE LOBSTER 
IMPORTED EROM CHILE AS U.S. IMPORT STATISTICS FOR THAT 
COUNTRY DO NOT SEPARATE LOBSTER AND LANGOSTINO. 

SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. BUREAU OF THE 
CENSUS. 

2. THE U.S. DID IMPORT SPINY LOBSTER FROM CUBA. THESE 
IMPORTS TOTALED 1,100 TONS OE LOBSTER TAILS 
(PRODUCT WEIGHT) IN 1960. 

3. CUBA CAUGHT 10,100 TONS OF LOBSTER (LIVE WEIGHT) IN 
1974. DATA ON CUBA'S SPINY LOBSTER EISHERY IS NOT 
AVAILABLE FOR MORE RECENT YEARS. NMFS ESTIMATES THAT 
THE CUBAN 1976 LOBSTER CATCH WAS PROBABLY LESS THAN 
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10,000 T LIVE WEIGHT. AS A RESULT, CUBAN EXPORTS OF 
FROZEN TAILS PROBABLY DID NOT EXCEED 3,300 T. IF 
TRADE WITH CUBA WERE RESUMED, IT IS LIKELY THAT A 
CONSIDERABLE PORTION OF CUBAN EXPORTS WOULD BE SHIPPED 
TO THE UNITED STATES. HOWEVER, NO ESTIMATES ARE 
AVAILABLE ON POTENTIAL U.S. IMPORTS. IT WOULD NOT BE 
UNREASONABLE TO EXPECT THAT ABOUT HALE OE THE CUBAN 
CATCH COULD BE EXPORTED TO THE U.S. NMFS BELIEVES 
THAT SUCH SHIPMENTS WOULD SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT THE 
ALREADY DEPRESSED MARKET FOR WARM-WATER LOBSTER TAILS. 

NMES IS ALSO POUCHING POST "SHELLFISH MARKET REVIEW 
AND OUTLOOK" WITH DETAILS ON THE U.S. MARKET FOR 
LOBSTER. 

4. NMFS HAS BEGUN PRELIMINARY RESEARCH ON THE AUSTRALIAN 
LOBSTER EISHERY AND HAS NOTICED A REFERENCE TO SMALL 
CATCHES OF "BAY" LOBSTER. COULD THE POST SUPPLY THE 
SCIENTIFIC NAME FOR THIS SPECIES? IS IT ALSO REFERRED 

TO AS "LOCUST " LOBSTER? VANCE 
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